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Where “Old School” Traditions Meet “New World” Expe ctations 

����
Our Mission: 

 
At Vacaville High School, learning is our core purpose. 

 
Our Vision:  

 
Vacaville High School is a place… 

 
�  Where decisions are made only through the lens of improving 

student achievement. 
�  That challenges students with rigor and relevance and supports 

struggling learners systematically. 
�  That prepares students for opportunities after high school. 
�  Where staff works with students to develop relationships inside and 

outside of the classroom. 
�  Where people work together as interdependent teams and are 

accountable for results. 
�  That values the pursuit of greatness in everything we do. 

 
Expected School Wide Learning Results 

 
�  Students will be proficient or advanced in English Language 

Arts. 
�  Students will be proficient or advanced in their Math 

placements. 
�  Students will challenge themselves with their most rigorous 

course of study. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
Selected Staff 

�
Administration 
Mr. Ed Santopadre…………………..Principal 
Mr. John Alongi……………………..Assistant Principal  
Mrs. Rayito Farris…………...............Assistant Principal  
Mrs. Deanna Brownlee……………...Dean of Learning Support 
 
Counselors 
Ms. Lois Chancellor…………………  
Mr. Gmahling……………………….. 
Mr. Drake…………………………... 
Mrs. Garcia………………………….. 
 
Athletics 
Mr. Mike Papadopoulos……………  Boys Athletics 
Mr. Bob Baclig……………………...Girls Athletics 
 
Student Activities 
Mr. Mike Sullivan…………………...Activities Director 
 

Useful Phone Numbers 
�

Administration- � � � (707) 453-6065 
Dial the following extensions to reach: 
Attendance-     1000 
Career Center/Work Experience- 1034 
Counseling-    1012 
Library-    1032 
Nurse-     1010 
Registrar-    1003 
Athletics- 
Boys     453-6033 
Girls     453-6036 
Music-�� � � � 453-6046 
Student Activities-� � � 453-6064 
Yearbook-� � � � 453-6081 
 
 
 



VACAVILLE UNIFIED SCHOOL DISTRICT DISCIPLINE GUIDEL INES 
This chart serves as a guideline. Teachers/administrators may utilize discretion.  

Problem Area 1st Offense 2nd Offense 3rd Offense Additional 
Academic           
dishonesty 

Parent contact 
Detention 
Referral 
Zero on work 
IHD 

Zero on work 
Suspension 
IHS 

Zero on work 
Suspension 

Fail course 
if same class 

Assault/Battery Suspension 
Police Contact 
Expulsion 

Suspension 
Police Contact 
Expulsion 

Same Same 

Disruption 
(Class) 

IHD 
Parent conf. 

Admin detention 
Sat. School 

Suspension Same 

Defiance/ 
Disruption 

Detention 
IHS 
Suspension (1-3) 
 

Sat. School 
Suspension (1-3) 
    

Suspension (3-5) 
   

Expulsion 

Vandalism 
Arson 
Destruction of 
   property 

Detention 
IHS 
Suspension 
Restitution 
Police contact 
Expulsion 

Suspension (1-5) 
Restitution 
Police contact 
Expulsion 

Suspension (1-5) 
Restitution 
Police contact 
Expulsion 

Expulsion 

Dress Code Warning 
Parent contact 
Detention 
Change clothes 

Detention 
Change Clothes 
IHD 
IHS 

Change Clothes 
Sat. School 
Suspension (1-3) 
IHS 

Same 

Excessive 
IHD’s/IHS’s or 
referrals 

Behavior letter 1 Behavior letter 2 Behavior letter 3 SARB 

Explosives 
(including smoke 
bomb & 
firecrackers)/ 
Weapons 

Suspension 
Restitution 
Police contact 
Expulsion 

Restitution 
Police contact 
Expulsion 

Same Same 

Extortion Suspension (1-5) 
Police contact 
Expulsion 

Same Same Same 

Failure to attend 
admin. detention 

Reassign x2 
Reassign (parent  
permission) 

Sat. School 
IHS 

IHS 
Sat. School 
Suspension 

Same 

Failure to attend 
Sat. School 

IHS 
Reassign 

IHS 
Reassign 

Suspension (1-2) Same 

False Fire Alarm Suspension (1-3) 
Fire/Police contact 
Expulsion 

Suspension (3-5) 
Police contact 
Expulsion 

Same Same 

Fighting Suspension (3-5) 
Police contact 

Suspension (3-5) 
Police contact 
Expulsion 

Suspension (3-5) 
Police contact 
Expulsion 

Same 

Forgery Detention/IHS 
Sat. School 
Suspension (1-3) 

IHS 
Suspension (1-3) 

Suspension (3-5) Suspension 
(3-5) 

Gambling Detention/IHS 
Sat. School 

Detention 
Suspension (1-3) 
Sat. School 

Suspension (3-5) Expulsion 

Gang Attire Confiscate Confiscate Sat. School Same 



Return to parent Detention 
Harassment 
(racial, sexual, 
hazing, bullying, 
electonic) 

Detention/IHS 
Suspension (1-3) 
Expulsion 

Suspension (1-3) 
Expulsion 

Suspension (1-5) 
Expulsion 

Same 

Leaving campus 
w/out permission 

Detention/IHS Detention/IHS 
Sat. School 

Suspension (1-5) Suspension 
(3-5) 

Leaving class 
w/out permission 

Detention/IHS 
Sat. School 

Suspension (1-2) 
Sat. School 

Suspension (2-3) Suspension 
(3-5) 

Participation in 
gang activity 

Conference 
Parent contact 
Police contact 
Suspension (1-5) 

Suspension (3-5) Suspension (5) 
Expulsion 

Expulsion 

(PED)  Personal 
Electronic Device 
-class time use 

Confiscate 
Student pick-up 
after school 

Confiscate 
Parent pick-up 

Confiscate 
Parent pick-up 
Detention 

Parent pick-
up 
Detention 

PED- 
Inappropriate 
use 

Confiscate 
Parent pick-up 
Detention 
Suspension (if 
posted on internet) 

Confiscate 
Suspension (1-3 
if posted on 
internet) 

Confiscate 
Suspension (1-3 
if posted on 
internet) 

Same 

Possession, 
furnishing, 
under influence 
of drugs or 
alcohol 

Suspension (3-5) 
Police contact 
Expulsion 

Suspension (3-5) 
Police contact 
Expulsion 

Expulsion Same 

Possession of 
drug 
paraphernalia 

Suspension (1-5) 
Sat. School 
Police contact 
Expulsion 
Confiscate 

Suspension (1-5) 
Police contact 
Expulsion 

Same Same 

Profanity  
(general) 

Detention/IHS Suspension (1-3) 
Saturday School 

Suspension ( 3-5) Suspension 
(5) 

Profanity 
(toward staff) 

Suspension (1-3) Suspension (3-5) Expulsion Expulsion 

Public display of 
affection 

Conference 
Warning 

Parent conference 
Detention 

Suspension (1-3)  See defiance 

Reckless driving 
Parking violation 

Warning 
Detention 
Citation 

Loss of parking 
privileges 
Detention 
Sat. School  

Loss of parking 
privileges (year) 
Suspension (1-3) 
 

Suspension 
(3-5) 

Refusal to give 
PED to staff 

Parent pick-up 
Detention/IHD/HIS 
Sat. School/ Susp. 

Sat. School 
 

Suspension (1-3) Same 

Theft/Receiving 
stolen property 

Restitution 
Suspension (1-5) 
Police contact 
Expulsion 

Restitution 
Suspension (3-5) 
Police contact 
Expulsion 

Restitution 
Suspension (5) 
Police contact 
Expulsion 

Same 

Threats Parent contact 
Police contact 
Suspension 
Expulsion 

Parent contact 
Police contact 
Suspension 
Expulsion 

Parent contact 
Police contact 
Suspension 
Expulsion 

Same 

Tobacco (use or 
possession) 

Confiscate 
Detention/IHD 
Police citation 

IHS 
Sat. School 
Suspension (2) 

Suspension (3-5) Suspension 
(3-5) 

Constructive 
possession* 

Same as offender Same as offender Same as offender Same as 
offender 



 

Bulldog Citizenship Plan 
 

The Bulldog Citizenship Plan is intended to improve student academic success by 
encouraging good behavior and attendance.  It is essentially a merit/demerit system. A 
student who engages in negative conduct or demonstrates poor attendance receives 
demerits.  After being assessed thirty demerits, the student is no longer eligible to 
participate in Bulldog Citizenship Activities. The activities to which the Bulldog 
Citizenship Plan applies are noted: 
 
Bulldog Citizenship Activities                             Demerits  assessed as follows 

- Athletics                           IHS/IHD         =    1                           
- Band Trip              Referrals         =    1  
- Dixon May Fair         Suspension      =   3  
- Field Trips         Tardy letter      =   10  
- GOTCHA         Truancy letter  =   10  
- Homecoming Activities 
- Informal Dances         Merits are awarded as follows: 
- Link Crew         BIONIC Award         =  5  
- Mr. GQ                                                   Black and Orange    
- Powder Puff Football                                 Award                    =  5 
- Prom                                                       Campus Service         = variable 
- Senior Off-Campus Lunch Pass             Perfect Attendance    =  5 
- Senior Trip                                             Senior of the Week     =  5 
- Spring Dance                                          STAR Test Effort       =  5 
- Student Council                                      Student of the Week   =  5 
- Winter Ball                                             Saturday School          =  5 

(voluntary) 
 

Contact any administrator about the possibility of earning merits. Students whose 
demerit total reaches 50 or greater are not eligible to earn back merits. 

 
Attendance 

 
Regular school attendance plays an important role in student learning. Every student 
should be in school every day unless he/she has an excused absence.  Excused absences 
include illness, medical appointments and funeral services for members of the immediate 
family. 
 
 Each time a student is absent, the parent/guardian must clear the absence by note, in 
person or by telephone in a timely manner. (Within 72 hours of the student’s return to 
school is suggested.) Absences that are not properly cleared may be considered 
truant absences. Excessive truant absences may result in a student being cited for 
truancy and/or removed from VHS and placed in an alternative educational setting.  
 



Students may turn in notes before school, during lunch or after school.  Please be specific 
enough with your note so that we can determine whether or not the absence is excused. 
Absences may be cleared in person or by phone (707 453-6000) during regular school 
hours (7:00 a.m. until 3:30 p.m.). 
 
A doctor’s note may be required if a student is absent for more than five consecutive 
days.   After ten total days of excused absence during a school year, medical 
verification may be required for all future absences. 
 
Students who need to be excused from school early, must obtain an off-grounds pass.  
Parents should send a note stating the date, time and reason for the student leaving 
campus.  Students are to bring the note to the front office before school or during lunch 
to receive the off-grounds pass. 
 

 
 

Dress Code 
 

The dress code is established to promote a positive, psychologically safe and 
wholesome learning environment. Apparel (including clothing, jewelry and 
accessories) that disrupts or distracts from the learning environment is not 
permitted.  Consequences for violation of the dress code can be found in the 
Discipline Guidelines. While administrators may exercise discretion in 
determining the appropriateness of dress, the following guidelines might be 
helpful: 

·  Apparel related to gangs is forbidden including gang colors (for students 
identified as associating with gang members). 

·  Apparel that depicts illegal substances (e.g., drugs, alcohol, and tobacco), 
pornography, profanity, violence, illegal behavior, or which is 
demeaning to any race, gender or creed is forbidden. 

·  No revealing apparel is permitted.  No cleavage, midriff, bare chest or 
buttocks may be showing.  Undergarments must be covered and not 
visible. Attire that is “see-through”, strapless or backless may not be 
worn to school. Shorts and skirts must extend beyond the end of the 
fingertips when the student is standing with arm straight down at the 
sides. 

·  No pajamas (except on school-approved dress-up days). 
·  No sagging. One’s waistband must be above one’s derriere at all times. 
·  Chains hanging from pockets, belt loops or the waist are not permitted. 
·  Teachers may require students to remove hats, hood or sunglasses in the 

classroom. 



Personal Electronic Devices (PEDs) 
 

Personal electronic devices (e.g., cell phones, MP3 players etc.) can be a major 
disruption to learning.  While students are free to use these devices before school, 
after school, during passing periods and during lunch, all PEDs must be turned 
off and stored out of sight during class time. Violation of this policy will result in 
the confiscation of the PED and consequences according to the Discipline 
Guidelines. If a student refuses to surrender a PED to a requesting staff member, 
the student will receive additional consequences for defiance which may include 
detention, IHS, Saturday School or suspension.  Please note: Students may be 
suspended or expelled from school for harassing activities committed by means 
of an electronic device. 

 
Short Term Independent Study Contract 

 
Parents/guardians may make a signed written request for a Short Term 
Independent Study Contract for their student when he/she will be absent from 
school due to emergency, illness,  family vacation or other special circumstances.  
These contracts ensure the student the opportunity to maintain academic progress 
during the absence. Contracts are available for no fewer than five days and no 
longer than twenty days. All contracts are subject to administrative approval. 
 
All requests for a Short Term Independent Study Contract must be submitted in 
the main office no later than five days before the first day of the absence.  
Contact our Attendance Office for more information (707 453-6000 x1000). 
 

School Loop 
 

School Loop is a powerful system of communication and collaboration that 
allows students and their parents to access timely information about class 
assignments and student progress. Parents can receive a daily homework email 
from teachers.   
 
To register for School Loop, go to:  www.vhs.schoolloop.com  
 

 
 



 
 

Dance Policy 
 

School dances are school functions, and as such, students are expected to dress 
and behave in ways that are appropriate for the school setting.   

 
1. No inappropriate or suggestive dancing will be allowed. 
2. No simulated sex acts (including, but not limited to, genital touching or 

pelvic thrusting). 
3. No bending over or squatting down to the floor. 
4. All students must be upright at all times with both feet on the floor. 
5. No straddling legs or wrapping legs around another person or object. 
6. No “sandwiches”. 
7. No lap dancing. 
8. No dancing which could cause harm to one’s self or others including, but 

not limited to, “slam dancing” or “moshing”. 
9. “Front to back “dancing may be banned during any dance at the 

discretion of administration. 
 
All students will receive a wristband upon entering the dance.  If a student 
violates the dance policy, the wristband will be removed.   If a student 
violates the dance policy a second time, he/she will be immediately removed 
from the dance, without refund, and his/her parents will be notified. School 
personnel will make the final decision concerning appropriate dancing. 
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Period of Academics with Support 

 
 PAWS stands for Period of Academics with Support. Vaca High’s schedule will 
include time within the school day for students to take care of some of their 
academic needs.  A PAWS period is scheduled every day (except Wednesday) 
after 4th period and before lunch.  Students will report to their regular classes for 
PAWS on a rotating basis.  During this PAWS period students will have the 
opportunity to: 
 
 �  make up tests, quizzes and other assignments 
 �  work on homework (independently or with assistance) 
 �  get extra help from teachers and/or student tutors 

�  conduct research  
�  work on group projects 
�  organize materials 
�  read approved materials silently 

 
PAWS is very definitely NOT time for socializing or engaging in any behavior 
that distracts from the academic nature of this period. Violators will face serious 
consequences.  Students might want to think of PAWS as a “double-fine” zone in 
terms of consequences for unacceptable behavior. 
 
Procedures are in place that may allow students to choose (with permission) the 
class to which to report during the tutorial period. (See the “How Get and Use a 
PAWS Pass” page.) 
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If you wish to report to a class for PAWS other than the one you are 
scheduled to attend, you must plan ahead.  Steps one and two below 
should be completed BEFORE THE PERIOD you would like to use the 
PAWS Pass. 
 
Follow these simple steps to obtain a PAWS Pass: 
  

1. Seek permission from the “requesting teacher” (the teacher whose 
class you’d like to attend).  If this teacher approves, he or she will 
sign a golden-rod PAWS Pass and give it to you. 

2. Present the PAWS Pass to the “releasing teacher” (the teacher 
whose PAWS class you are scheduled to attend but would like to 
be released from).  If this teacher approves, he or she will sign the 
PAWS Pass and return it to you. 

3. Report directly to the class of the requesting teacher (the class you 
wanted to attend) for PAWS with your pass. 

4. You may request a Library/Media Center pass from your PAWS 
teacher. It’s best to obtain this pass in advance of the PAWS 
period. The Library/Media Center sometimes fills up.  The sooner 
you get there, the greater the chance that they will have space for 
you.  

 
���� Remember to plan ahead to obtain a PAWS Pass����  

 

����
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Regular Schedule  (M/T/TH/F) Collaborative Schedule (Weds.)   
A              6:50- 7:45   A 6:50-7:45 
1      7:50- 8:45   1 7:50-8:42  
2      8:52- 9:44   2 8:49-9:39 
3      9:51-10:43   3 9:46-10:36 
4      10:50-11:42  4 10:43-11:33                      
PAWS     11:49-12:19  L 11:33-12:18  
L     12:19-12:59  5 12:18-1:08 
5     12:59-1:51   6 1:15-2:05 
6      1:58- 2:50  
 
 
Minimum Days   Finals Schedule 
A     6:50-7:45   1      7:50-9:53 
1     7:50-8:30   Break     9:53-10:13 
2     8:37-9:15   2     10:13-12:15 
3     9:22-10:00 
4     10:07-10:45 
5     10:52-11:30 
6     11:37-12:15   

 
 

 
 

All bell schedules are subject to modification. 
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As a result of budget cuts, Vacaville High School will not have an on-campus 
school nurse this year. Some things will not change.  As always, students who are 
well should be at school; students who are ill should stay home. The school will 
continue to hold and dispense medication for students who have followed the 
proper procedures for having medication dispensed at school. Teachers will have 
first-aid kits for students who need a Band-Aid or an antiseptic wipe.  And, of 
course, we will deal with medical emergencies as they arise. We will not, 
however, have a nurse’s office with personnel to deal with students who would 
like to talk to the nurse about health concerns or are simply looking for a place to 
rest until they feel well enough to return to class.  Without the nurse’s office as 
an option, students who are feeling a bit under the weather will either have to 
remain in class or—with parental permission—go home. 
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Vacaville High School is a busy, densely populated community of more than 
2000 students and staff members.  It is inevitable that, from time to time, 
personal belongings brought to school will be lost, misplaced or even stolen.  
When small valuable items such as jewelry, cash or electronic devices go missing 
they are often gone for good. The school has very limited resources to devote to 
locating missing belongings. It is wise not to bring items of great value to 
school.  
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Link Crew Frosh Orientation  August 12, 2009 

School Begins   August 13, 2009 

Labor Day    September 7, 2009 

Parent/Teacher Conferences   Sept. 30 & Oct. 1, 2009 

Minimum Days   Sept. 30 & Oct. 1 & 2, 2009 

Fall Break   Oct. 5 - Oct. 9, 2009 

Minimum Day   October 23, 2009 

End of 1st Quarter   October 23, 2009 

Veterans Day   November 11, 2009 

Thanksgiving Break   Nov. 23 – Nov. 27, 2009 

Minimum Day   December 18, 2009 

Winter Break   Dec. 21, 2009 – Jan. 1, 2010 

Finals/Minimum Days   Jan. 13 – Jan 15, 2010 

End of Fall Semester   January 15, 2010 

Martin Luther King, Jr. Day   January 18, 2010 

Lincoln Day Observance   February 15, 2010 

Washington Day Observance  February 22, 2010 

End of 3rd Quarter/Min. Day  March 19, 2010 

Spring Break   March 22 – April 2, 2010 

Memorial Day Observance   May 31, 2010 

Finals/Minimum Days   June 8 – June 10, 2010 

Last Day of School   June 10, 2010 

Graduation   June 12, 2010 
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